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PR EFACE

Artary, and the North-Eaft of China, being parts of
E Afia, the leaft known and bitherto the moft fabuloufly de-
[feribed, I concerv’d it would not be unpleafing to the Curious in
England, 2o be jfurnifbt with the Tranflation of two Letters
publifbed lately at Paris, which give a confiderable Information
concerning the prefent State of them. The Publifber Dedicat-
ed them to the French King, and affirms them to be the Letters
of the Famous Father Verbielt, who is one of the 3 Fathers
(viz. Ludovicus Buglius, Gabriel Magellanus, arzd Ferdinan-
dus Verbieft) that were left at Pekin to Sollicite the caufe of
Chriftianity, and who by bis great Skill in Mathematick Learn-
ing obtained accefs to that Emperour, and thereby many Fa-
wours for bimfelf and_the other MWanarzes As appears by a
Beok Printed in the Chinefe and Latine Charaéter in Quam
Cheu zhe Metropolis of the Province of Quam tum 7z China
Anno 1671,
But one Reafor more of Printing this Tranflate was to mani-
Seft by Experience, the great ufe of Mathematical Knowledge,
which, by thefé you will perceive bighly eficemed in Countries where
tis more difficult to be obtained than bere, fo that when no other
means could procure entrance upon the fkirts of that vaft Empire
of China, this alone has got admittance into the Metropolis of
the whole Empire, nay, into the Palace and Prefence of the Em-
perour, with the prattical parts of which knowledge, you will here
Jind Him delngz‘ed and even captivated ; And that this Learn-
ed Father, judges it the moft effectual means to infinuate into the
Minds alfo, of the moft rude and ignorant (of all other things and
parts of the World, but what their own Country affords) in or-
der fo propagate the Chriftian Religion. I fhall not now add as a

Confirmation of this Opinion, what tothis effect we bave long fince
been
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been informed of by the Hiftorical Relations about China, but on=
ly take notice that befides this ufe, thefe Letters will give another,
viz. Several Curious Mathematical and Phyfical Obfervatizns
Zhere made by the Author, who it feems well underflood what
would be beneficial to Europe as well as pleafing to the Chinefe.
To men fo qualified with Mazhematical knowledge, we owe the
Difcovery, of the before, unk;own parts of the World, and from
Juch we are to hope for the perfection of that knowledge, and the
Difcovery of the reft. I have upon this occafion added fome inqui-
ries concerning the Literature of that Country, they are but con-
Jectures, grounded upon the perufal of fome of their Books. A full
Difcovery is not pretended, however I kope they may ferve as
bints and incitements to others, who bave better ability and other
advantages to compleat it. We bave bitherto not been admitted
to the Skires, but this Diftovery when perfeited, will lay open to us
an Empire of Learning, bitherio only fabuloufly deferibed; This
will admit usto converfe with the befi and grearef? of that Empire,
that either are or ever bave been ; This will Diclover a new Ins
dian Mine and Treafirre, and make anew trade to bring it b
¢her, which may not be unworthy the confideration of our Flonou-
rable Faft-India-Company, 4s well as of feveral Learyned Mer,
who have leifure, and other opportunitics to make furthzr Pre-
orefsin this Inquiry 5 To promote which, 1f thefe find acceptanze,
L/ball add fome further obfervations, togetber with the publication
of one piece of their Philofophy, which is printed in their cwn
Charalter, with the pronunciation and interpretation in Latin
which may fupply a fit Subject for the Curious r¢ practice upor, and
give a tafte of the Phibofipby and of the manner of Exprefficn
in that Remote Part of the World. To thefe 1 bave added
the figure of the Roman Abacus. Which qusfiionlefls was
the Ground of the fignification of figures according to places.
As aljo that of tte Chinele in the Dittionary of the Court Lar-
guage, differing from that of Martinius defcribed in the firft
Decad of bis Chinele Hiffory, 1ft. in that the Dignity of the
places here afcend from the Left tothe Right 5 contrary to what be
Jays of bis: and 21y, In that this basone bead only for the fifth -
or 6th.  And bis bath two,



